SAVE CALIFORNIA’S STATE PARKS 

Sample Resolution 
WHEREAS, The California state park system is home to 279 state parks, beaches, historic parks, recreation areas, and other park units; 

WHEREAS, California’s economy is dependent on $9.6 billion annually in travel and tourism revenues, a large portion of which are derived from visitation to the state’s unmatched state park system;

WHEREAS, In our area, (INSERT STATE PARKS) is/are a significant draw for tourism and economic activity attributed to state park visitation; 
WHEREAS, State parks are an important economic engine to the local communities in which they are located and studies have shown that every $1 invested in the state park system returns $2.35 to the state’s General Fund, largely in the form of economic activity in local economies;

WHEREAS, The Governor’s May Revise proposes to eliminate state funding for the state park system, resulting in the closing of 220 state parks; 

WHEREAS, Such a proposal creates considerable harm for local governments that rely on state parks for their community’s livelihood and community identity;
WHEREAS, Closing state parks will forgo millions of dollars of fee revenue, park-generated concessions and revenues, volunteer hours, and private support intended to enhance the system and help shore up park needs; 

WHEREAS, The closure of (INSERT STATE PARKS) will cause (INSERT SPECIFI INFORMATION ON PARK CLOSURE’S ECONOMIC IMPACT TO COMMUNITY)
WHEREAS, the need for available, affordable vacation destinations and travel spots is on the increase in California, given that camping reservations for 2009 have logged 25,000 reserved nights, compared to slightly over 20,000 nights in 2008 and over 19,000 in 2007; 
WHEREAS, this proposal will severely impact Californians, particularly in these tough economic times; 
WHEREAS, California’s state parks were set aside precisely to safeguard resources and opportunities that would not otherwise be available without the strong support of the public sector; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the (INSERT NAME) hereby urges the Legislature to reject the proposal to eliminate General Fund funding for the state park system and close 220 state parks, to recognize the immense and disastrous economic domino effect that would result in the closure of the state parks, uphold the public’s trust in protecting and preserving public access to the treasures in the state park system, and to identify funding to enable all state parks to remain open for the public’s access and enjoyment.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the (INSERT LOCAL GOVERNMENT) does hereby adopt this resolution this, the ____day of ____, 2009.  Copies of this resolution will be transmitted to our local elected officials and the Governor.

