Greetings islanders and friends of YBI,
Below you'll find:
1 Update on May 31st workparty
2 Upcoming June 9th workparty
3 Nature in the City Update
I hope this email finds you coping with our apparently global climate change induced severe early summer fog (my own theory).
As I look out my window, I see that we are experiencing NO Cole Valley effect due to Mt. Sutro today. The fog between Tank Hill and the N-Judah is as thick as the Burgess Shale.
However, yesterday, Liam O'Brien and I were treated to the pleasure of being in the company of 20 friendly employees of PricewaterhouseCoopers on the beach at Clipper Cove in the sun!
When Liam and I arrived at 12:35 pm, Thursday, May 31st, the fog was shooting over from the Golden Gate and the city. By the time I finished yacking out an introduction to island ecological stewardship and we descended the stairs to the beach, the sun was out, and it stayed out!
As a result, and to his delight and mine, Liam witnessed 5 species of butterflies on Yerba Buena Island yesterday, including the "elusive in SF" Pipevine Swallowtail, the beautiful dark blue swallowtail whose host plant is Dutchman's pipevine, a locally rare plant on the island.
In less than 2 hours on Clipper Cove Beach, the 22 or so of us:
1) Finished off the last of the iceplant on the beach (except for a bit in the poison oak, south of the ladder),
2) Yanked out the above ground portion of the perennial pepperweed, Lepidium latifolium,
3) Cut back heaps of fennel, for which we'd like to plan some follow-up with TIDA and the landscapers,
4) Removed all of the wild radish that had sprouted up on the beach, and
5) Made a dent in the suite of miscellaneous weeds coming up in our core habitat restoration site where we previously removed the old French broom.
oh and 6) Removed lots of trash, which smelled horrible on the way back to the Haight because we forgot to dump it at the picnic area.
I want to give a big thanks to PricewaterhouseCoopers, especially Carol and Jim, our co-conspirators, for being a fun, friendly and willing bunch of workers. We really accomplished a lot, and afterwards, they were treated to the loop hike up to the blooming buckeyes, live oaks and hazelnuts and down the stairs through the arroyo willows. 
Thanks also to Liam O'Brien for his help, comraderie and lepidoptery!
On the hike, we noticed half way down the stone steps, an enormous intentionally dug hole. It was the size of a grave. Most unfortunately, this hole was located right in the place where we saw several fiesta flower, another locally rare plant, earlier this spring. Does anybody know what this hole is all about?
Look closely at the photo below, and you can see grass growing in the beach. Saltgrass and wild rye, both native perennial grasses are recovering wonderfully on the coastal strand at Clipper Cove. They are the dominant vegetation where the original iceplant was removed. 
While we worked yesterday, a single Caspian tern continued dutifully diving for fish in the cove, and on the westside, brown pelicans flew south along the causeway from TI to YBI and on...
**************************************************************
COMING UP ON SATURDAY, JUNE 9TH, 
the 4th Quarterly Community Ecological Workparty on Yerba Buena Island.
Yerba Buena Island Ecological Stewardship Day
We'll continue stewarding the incomparable Clipper Cove beach area and habitat. Birds and butterflies should be abundant, and the protected beach is a great place to work. Come help us restore the mosaic of toyon woodland, coastal scrub and strand by removing invasive plants like iceplant, French broom and fennel.
Saturday, June 9th, 1:30 pm - 4 pm
Meet at the Picnic area above the beach. 
*****************************************
This school semester, Nature in the City was lucky to have Ellie Billings working on a project as part of Yerba Buena Island Stewardship. Ellie developed an Island Ecology and Restoration Binder that will serve as an introduction and reservoir of information for Yerba Buena Island ecology and habitat restoration. Ellie will be back in early July doing a paid internship with us. We will be able to move forward on other parts of the Yerba Buena Island Ecological Stewardship Project, including,
a. Finalizing the binder, b. Making the binder available and optimizing its use by island residents to connect with the ecology of the island, c. Seek out additional sources of funding for YBI habitat work, d. Hopefully work out a more frequent schedule of island stewardship opportunities.
For those who weren't aware, the Board of Supervisors has asked TIDA to develop and adopt a management plan for the natural areas on Yerba Buena Island. We would like the "YBI natural areas management plan" to reflect the full scope of biodiversity, rare habitats, and severe threats to the island's ecological integrity. Nature in the City will do everything we can to ensure that we get a comprehensive and visionary natural resources management plan. 
Hope to see you all on the 9th of June!
Have a great weekend!
